
Our Next Meeting  
In Edmonton:  
 

The CAA Alberta 

Branch and  

Edmonton Poetry 

Festival Society 

Present Maître de 

spoken Word,  

Ian Ferrier 
 

On Friday, April 23, jazz poet Ian Fer-

rier will present Words and Music, Inte-

grating Music with Literary Perform-

ance from  8 - 9:30 pm. He will talk 

about integrating music with literary 

performance. Ian is primarily a poet, 

but also a musician and a performer 

who works regularly with music. His 

presentation will show a few of the 

ways he goes about integrating text and 

music to create a strong literary per-

formance. What are the dos and 

donôts? Does adding music give an un-

fair advantage to a weak text? What 

kind of soundscapes work best with 

spoken word? 
 

This event is free if you are a member 

of the CAA or the Edmonton Poetry 

Festival Society, and also if you are 

attending a CAA presentation for the 

first time. Returning non-members pay 

a $10 fee. 
 

Then, at the Saturday workshop   

Performing your Words on April 24, 

from 9:30 am - 4 pm, you will work  
 

Ferrier continued on page two 
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Seed Savers  
By Lynn Gale 

 

Katherine Koller, an award-winning 

Edmonton playwright, regaled an ea-

ger group of guests at the Friday, 

March 26 presentation of Seed Savers 

when she described the joys and heart-

aches of developing a single idea into 

a completed drama. 

 

The inspiration for Seed Savers came 

after Katherine learned of the 2004 

Supreme Court case of Percy 

Schmeiser vs. the Monsanto Com-

pany. Mr. Schmeiser, a farmer in 

Bruno, Saskatchewan, was being sued 

by Monsanto for his refusal to pay 

royalties on Monsantoôs patented ge-

netically modified canola present in 

his fields. Mr. Schmeiser claimed that 

the Monsanto canola had established 

in his fields after wind had blown its 

pollen from a nearby farm. The Su-

preme Court ultimately rejected Mon-

santoôs case. 

 

To decide what part of the story she 

wanted to tell, Katherine visited Mr. 

Schmeiser on his farm in Bruno and 

began to piece together her play. The 

trip was ultimately very inspiring. A 

blue heron by the farmerôs house be-

came a metaphor for home and all that 

is stable. A nearby bluff used by Abo-

riginals for visionquests and contem-

plation gave rise to a Native dreambed 

in her play, a metaphor for change. 

Ultimately, she decided that her drama 

would seek the truth rather than just 

trying to expose it.  

 

After many years writing the script, 

Katherine found a director at Work-

shop West and the team began fine-

tuning the play. During this time, 

Katherine learned many things about  
 

Koller continued on page three 
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Branch News  
More info to come 

about... 
 

...2009 Exporting Alberta Award 

Celebration and Presentation will be 

on the evening of Friday, May 28. 
 

...2010-2011 CAA Alberta Branch 

Writer-in-Residence Position: Ap-

plication details about this exciting 

employment opportunity will be 

available next month.   
 

...Ad Hoc Hiring Committee for 

2010-2011 CAA Alberta Branch 

Writer-in-Residence Position: Are 

you interested in volunteering some 

time and taking part in the hiring of 

next seasonôs CAA Alberta Branch 

Writer-in-Residence? Please email 

Jeananne Kathol Kirwin at president 

@canauthorsalberta.ca to put your 

name forward. 
 

...2010-2011 CAA Alberta Branch 

Workshop Season Savings: A new 

payment plan will make it easier for 

you to register early and save! 

Ferrier  continued from page one 
 

with Ian during an inspiring day. You 

will learn techniques to get your work 

across, from vocal and microphone 

techniques, to the use of digital de-

vices like looping pedals and sound 

effects, to body language, repetition 

and the addition of music. How do 

YOU best engage an audience? YELL 

or whisper?   
 

The workshop fee is $40 for members 

of the CAA and the Edmonton Poetry 

Festival Society, or $70 for non-

members. Advance registration is re-

quired. Email registrar@canauthors 

alberta.ca.  
 

Both events are presented by the Ca-

nadian Authors Association in col-

laboration with the Edmonton Poetry 

Festival and take place in Room 3-04 

of Lacerte Pavillion at Campus Saint-

Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury 

Street (91st Street) in Edmonton. 
 

For more information about Ian Fer-

rierðincluding his bio, releases, 

shows, pictures, and videosðvisit 

http://ianferrier.com. 

 

 

 
CD: 

What  

is this 

place? 

 

 

 
 
CD /

BOOK: 

Exploding 

Head 

Man 

Presidentôs  
Message  
 

Our AGM is quickly 

approaching and I hope 

you can join us at 8 pm, 

Friday, April 23, at our 

usual location. One im-

portant aspect of the AGM is the an-

nual election of Executive Officers. 

Thus far we have the following nomi-

nations:   
 

President - Nominated Jeananne 

Kathol Kirwin 
 

Vice-President -  
 

Secretary - Nominated Lynn Gale 
 

Treasurer - Nominated Kim Deep 
 

Immediate Past President - Margaret 

Macpherson, ex-officio 
 

All Executive Officers are elected and 

hold office for one year. Nominations 

will also be taken from the floor. 
 

We are also very pleased to announce 

that many of you are willing to sit on 

our Board as new members-at-large: 

Phyllis Shuell, Lana Shepherd, Dolly 

Dennis, and Gary Garrison. If others 

are willing to allow their name to 

stand in one of the above vacant of-

fices or as a member-at-large, or have 

questions about the level of commit-

ment, please contact me or Past Presi-

dent Margaret Macpherson.  
 

I take this opportunity to express my 

heartfelt thanks to out-going Board 

members Sara Coumantarakis and 

Janet Rolfson, who have served with 

cheerfulness and generosity for sev-

eral years. Also, I extend my gratitude 

to all those continuing as members-at-

large for the 2010-2011 season. 
 

Immediately following the AGM, spo-

ken word poet Ian Ferrier will present 

Words and Music, Integrating Music 

with Literary Performance. I look 

forward to seeing you there.  
 

Happy writing, everyone, 

Jeananne Kathol Kirwin, President 

Disclaimer:  
 

The views of writers and contributors to The Branch Line are their own, and 

they are not necessarily those of the editor or of the Canadian Authors Associa-

tion Alberta Branch. The Branch Line allows free expression within the confines 

of professionalism and factual accuracy. 

Campus 
Saint -Jean  
Présentation du Campus 

 
Le Campus Saint-Jean occupe une 

place de choix dans le quartier fran-

cophone de la ville. Il est situé à 

cinq minutes du centre-ville et à une 

quinzaine de minute du Campus 

nord de l'Université. Ses parterres 

accueillants, son court de tennis, son 

jardin communautaire, ses terrains 

de soccer, sa résidence, sa salle his-

torique et ses salles de conférence 

agissent comme un phare autour 

duquel la communauté gravite. 
 

Campus Saint-Jean  

8406, rue Marie-Anne-Gaboury  

(91e rue)  

Edmonton, Alberta T6C 4G9 

Téléphone: 780-465-8700 

Numéro sans frais (Amérique du 

Nord seulement): 1-800-537-2509  

Courriel : saintjean@ualberta.ca 
 

www.csj.ualberta.ca/index.php 

mailto:registrar@canauthorsalberta.ca
mailto:registrar@canauthorsalberta.ca
mailto:saintjean@ualberta.ca?subject=Information
http://ianferrier.com/What.html
http://ianferrier.com/Explode.html
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exploring ways to market writing ef-

fectively; from how to find markets 

for your work, how to query and sub-

mit to markets, how to keep track of 

submissions, to how to deal with wait-

ing for responses. In the afternoon the 

discussion dealt with  making our 

voices as authors heard, literally, by 

doing readings. Ronaôs background in 

theatre was evident when it came to 

her advice on reading in public with 

poise. The workshop ended with a 

discussion of the notion of success, 

and what it means 

to be a successful 

writer. In Ronaôs 

opinion, success as 

writer really canôt 

be measured in 

monetary terms, 

but there are other 

ways of looking at 

success. Of course, success can mean 

getting your work published. But writ-

ing a piece to the end and sticking to it 

equals success. Writing even on the 

days when you have no confidence 

equals success.  
  

The take-away message from the two 

events? Do not be too hard on yourself 

as a writer. After all, writing is a diffi-

cult pursuit and an often lonely and 

isolating activity. Aim for excellence, 

not perfection; do the best work you 

can do now, and do not be too self-

critical. Good words for any writer to 

remember. Thank you, Rona, for a 

memorable program, and thanks to 

everyone who participated. 

Rona Altrows: A Great 
Success Story in Calgary  
By Lori Hahnel 

 
On the evening of Tuesday, March 9, 

Calgary writers gathered under the 

CAA aegis for the first time in over 

thirty years to meet and listen to award

-winning fiction writer and playwright 

Rona Altrows, who presented her talk 

The Self-Reliant Writer at Memorial 

Park Library. Rona led a lively discus-

sion of such questions as how do you 

assess you own 

work, and how do 

you know when 

you are ready to 

submit? From 

whom should you 

ask for feedback, 

and how do you 

deal with it? How 

do you handle writersô block? What 

about joining writers groups and / or 

organizations? How do you decide 

what publications to submit to? How 

do you deal with rejection? How do 

you deal with success? Much food for 

thought for the audience, whose ex-

perience level ranged from beginning 

writers to multi-published authors. It 

was great to see the interaction and 

exchange of information that the dis-

cussion inspired. 
 

Then on Saturday, March 13, Rona led 

the workshop, Getting Your Work Out 

There. The morning was devoted to 

making our voices as authors heard by 

Koller  continued from page one 

 

her story and about theatre. She 

learned to immerse herself in the 

drama at all times, and that every 

moment on stage needed action. The 

wind, carrier of the canola, had in-

trigued her and developed into its 

own character. The audience became 

the wind; the intangible energy that 

they would bring to each show, the 

breath that gave the play life. The 

wind required no choreography and 

changed every night with the dy-

namics of a new audience. Katherine 

learned that sometimes less is more. 

Actors communicate both with what 

they say and what they do not say, 

and sometimes sets can be secon-

dary to the story at hand. The de-

signers showed her how sound and 

music can complement dialogue, 

and how costumes can wordlessly 

convey time and season.  

 

Perhaps most 

importantly, 

Katherine 

built on her 

storytelling. 

She says that 

writing is one 

of the few arts 

where you can 

be better than 

you areðthe 

more you 

rewrite, the better you get. 

...success as writer really canôt be 

measured in monetary terms... 

Memory Threads  
Write your stories from your sofa! 
 

Do you have stories, but never the time 

to write them down? Do you wish you 

had more confidence in your writing 

voice? Are you eager for a regular date 

with your creative self? Welcome to 

the Sofa Life Writing Workshop.  
 

Every second week, a group of writers 

spread across the globe receive an 

ñinspiration packò in their mail boxð 

a colorful envelope packed with crea-

tive stimulation. Each inspiration pack 

includes a theme to write about, ideas  

about how to get started, some beauti- 

ful examples of memoir on that theme, 

and a writing tip. 
 

Participants write their hearts out and 

then email their stories to their per-

sonal writing coach, who respond to 

each personally with encouragement 

and supportive feedback.  
 

Phone contact between participants 

and coaches allows for rich relation-

ships and feedback that suits the 

writerôs unique needs. Participants 

may also choose to be in a peer group, 

reading and commenting on one an-

otherôs work. 
 

This workshop is open to all kinds of  

writersðfrom brand new to best- 

seller. All that is required is an open 

heart, an eagerness to dive, and a few 

stories to tell. 
 

May 10 - August 23 

7 packs over 16 weeks 

 

$295 plus mail/materials fee  

($20 in Canada, $30 in US,  

$40 internationally) 

 

You can contact Chris Kay Fraser  

for more details about this program:  

chris@footprintmemoirs.com 

www.footprintmemoirs.com 

416-619-9168 
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Around Alberta  
Writersô Events Come to 

Calgary & Edmonton: 

How to Write, Publish, 

& Promote Your Bestseller   
 

At How to Write Publish and Pro-

mote your Bestseller with Michael 

Drew and Teresa de Grosbois on 

May 1st in Calgary and May 15th in 

Edmonton, you will learn the insider 

knowledge needed to get your book 

published and promoted. Join three-

time best-selling author Teresa de 

Grosbois and special guest Michael 

Drew, North Americaôs foremost 

expert on achieving the New York 

Times Bestseller List.   
 

This knowledge-packed day will 

teach you the foundational steps to 

publishing and promoting your 

book. The following topics will be 

presented and discussed: 
 

The number one thing publishers are 

looking for. 
 

The pros and cons of self-publishing 

or working with a publishing house. 
 

What is required to become a best-

selling author.  
 

How to mount a bestseller campaign 

at minimal cost. 
 

The simple steps you can take, right 

now, to start yourself down this path 

to success. 
 

You can use the discount code 

WRUSH to get 50% off your ticket 

price when you register using the 

following eventbrite websites:  
 

May 1 in Calgary visit http://

wppcalgary.eventbrite.com/;  
 

May 15th in Edmonton visit http://

wppedmonton.eventbrite.com/. 

The Writers Guild of  
Alberta Announces:  
The 2010 Alberta Literary  

Awards Shortlist 
 

R. Ross Annett Award for Childrenôs 

Literature (Sponsored by Marni Full-

erton Features Inc.): 
 

Hazel Hutchins (Canmore)  

After, Smith, Bonapétit & Son 
 

Dianne Linden (Edmonton)

Shimmerdogs, Thistledown Press 
 

David A. Poulsen (Claresholm)

Numbers, Key Porter Books 
 

Linda Smith (Calgary) 

The Broken Thread, Coteau Book 
~ 

Georges Bugnet Award for Fiction 

(Sponsored by The Banff Centre): 
 

Michael Davie (Calgary)  

Fishing for Bacon, NeWest Press 
 

Cecelia Frey (Calgary) 

A Raw Mix of Carelessness and  

Longing, Brindle & Glass 
 

Lori Hahnel (Calgary)  

Nothing Sacred, Thistledown Press 
 

Betty Jane Hegerat (Calgary) 

Delivery, Oolichan Books 
 

Thomas Trofimuk (Edmonton) 

Waiting for Columbus,  

McClelland & Stewart 
~ 

Wilfred Eggleston Award for Nonfic-

tion (Sponsored by The Writers Guild 

of Alberta) 
 

Stephen Bown (Canmore)  

Merchant Kings, Douglas & McIntyre 
 

Will Ferguson (Calgary) 

Beyond Belfast, Penguin Group Canada 
 

Gordon Laird (Calgary) 

The Price of a Bargain,  

McClelland & Stewart 
 

Ed Struzik (Edmonton) 

The Big Thaw,  

John Wiley & Sons Canada Ltd. 
~ 

Gwen Pharis Ringwood Award for 

Drama (Sponsored by Alberta Views) 
 

Beth Graham (Edmonton) 

The Drowning Girls, from The 

Drowning Girls/Comrades,  

Playwrights Canada Press 

 

(Gwen Pharis Ringwood continued:) 
 

Gordon Pengilly (Calgary) 

Seeing in the Dark, from Metastasis 

and Other Plays, NeWest Press 
 

Eugene Stickland (Calgary) 

Queen Lear, B House 
~ 

Stephan G. Stephansson Award for 

Poetry (Supported by Stephan V. 

Benediktson) 
 

Joan Crate (Calgary) 

subUrban Legends, Freehand Books 
 

Catherine Owen (Edmonton)  

Frenzy, Anvil Press 
 

Anna Marie Sewell (Edmonton) 

Fifth World Drum, Frontenac House 
 

Bob Stallworthy (Calgary)  

Things That Matter Now,  

Frontenac House 
~ 

Amber Bowerman Memorial Travel 

Writing Award (Supported by Ann 

Campbell) 
 

Mia Atienza (Edmonton) 

One Flamenco Night 
Karyn Robertson (Edmonton) 

Good Karate 
Sebastian X. Samur (Calgary) 

A New Oishii 
~ 

James H. Gray Award for Short Non-

fiction (Sponsored by Western Finan-

cial Groupôs West Magazine) 
 

Joan Dixon (Redwood Meadows) 

The Perils of War and Mother-Son 

Relationships 
 

Elizabeth Haynes (Calgary) 

Seventeen Postcards 
 

Marguerite Watson (Edmonton) 

What Grows in the Soil 
~ 

Howard OôHagan Award for Short 

Story (Supported by John Ballem) 
 

Gregory Koop (Devon) 

Jive Willie No-Nose,  

in The Nashwaak Review 
 

Lee Kvern (Okotoks) 

I May Have Known You, in Descant 
 

Ben Lof (Edmonton) 

When in the Field with Her at His 

Back, in The Malahat Review 
 

Awards continued on page six 

 

Whatôs Happening  
Near You?  
We want to know 
 

Share info about literary events near 

you by emailing details to branch-

line@canauthorsalberta.ca. 

http://wppcalgary.eventbrite.com/
http://wppcalgary.eventbrite.com/
http://wppedmonton.eventbrite.com/
http://wppedmonton.eventbrite.com/
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At A Glance : 

Calgary International  

Spoken Word Festival 
 

Event 7:  Le Grand Spectacle de 

Cabaret Francophone 

Tuesday, April 20 at 8:00 pm; $5; 

Big Secret Theatre, Epcor Centre, 

#21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 
 

Event 8:  ProArts Society ï Gutsy 

Gals Do Lunch 

Wednesday, April 21at noon; FREE; 

Cathedral Church of the Redeemer, 

Corner of 7th Avenue & 1st Street SE 
 

Event 9:  Super Sonic Phonic Du-

ende ï Poetry & Music 

Wednesday, April 21at 8:00 pm; 

$10; Big Secret Theatre, Epcor Cen-

tre, #21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 
 

Event 10:  Smart Men Hot Words 

Thursday, April 22 at 8:00 pm; $10; 

Big Secret Theatre, Epcor Centre, 

#21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 
 

Event 11:  Pyrotechnics & Polem-

ics: A Wired Symposium on Spo-

ken Word 

Friday, April 23 at noon; $5 

(donation); Cyberport Room, U of 

C, 2500 University Drive NW 

(BioSciences 540B) 
 

Event 12:  Pen-Ultimate Cabaret 

Can Can  

Friday, April 23at 8:00 pm; $15; Big 

Secret Theatre, Epcor Centre, #21, 

225 ï 8th Avenue SE 
 

Event 13:  Pyrotechnics & Polem-

ics: A Wired Symposium on Spo-

ken Word 

Saturday, April 24 at noon; $5   

(donation); Cyberport Room, U of 

C, 2500 University Drive NW 

(BioSciences 540B) 
 

Event 14:  Unveiling the Breath 

Saturday, April 24 at 2:00 pm; $5; 

Big Secret Theatre, Epcor Centre, 

#21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 
 

Event 15:  Pen-Ultimate Cabaret 

Scandal-Us 

Saturday, April 24 at 8:00 pm; $15; 

Big Secret Theatre, Epcor Centre, 

#21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 
 

CISWF continued on page seven 

 

 
Eligibility  
 
You may apply for insurance coverage 

if you are under age 71*, reside in Can-

ada at the time coverage becomes ef-

fective and are associated with a par-

ticipating organization through mem-

bership or employment. You may also 

insure your eligible dependants. Eligi-

ble dependants are members of your 

family that are eligible for coverage. 
 

*Please note: Applicants between ages 

65 and 70 who apply when coverage is 

first offered may continue benefits 

beyond age 70. In all other cases, in-

sured persons must be continuously 

insured between ages 65 and 70 for 

benefits to extend beyond age 70. 
 

Spouse 
Your legally married spouse including 

your common-law spouse who has 

been publicly represented as being 

your spouse/partner and has lived with 

you for 2 or more years (or length of 

time as required by provincial legisla-

tion). Only one spouse can be covered. 
 

Dependant Child  

A dependant child includes an unmar-

ried natural child, stepchild, or adopted 

child who is primarily dependent on 

you for support. 
 

Each dependant child under age 18 

living with you at home and dependent 

on you for support.  
 

Each dependant child between 18 and 

26 who is attending a recognized col-

lege or university on a full-time basis.  
 

Each dependant child 18 and over who 

is incapable of earning a living because 

of a handicap or disability. 

Program At -A-Glance  
 

Features of the Program 

You are eligible if you are associated 

with a participating organization 

through membership or employment.  
 

There is no medical required to join.  
 

You can pay the premiums either 

monthly or annually.  
 

The premium is less than you can get 

elsewhere for comparable coverage.  
 

Coverage increases in years 2 and 3.  
 

You may insure your eligible depend-

ants for coverage (your spouse and 

eligible dependant children under age 

18 or under 26 if still in school).  
 

Your coverage becomes effective the 

first day of the month after AFBS ap-

proves your completed enrolment  

form and premium payment.  
 

Your benefit year runs for 12 months  

from the effective date of coverage.  
 

You will receive a Claim Card with a 

unique AFBS member account num-

ber. Using this card, many prescrip-

tions and dental claims can be proc-

essed immediately from the pharmacy 

or dental office. 
 

 

How to Enrol  
 
The Writersô Coalition Program Enrol-

ment Form can be completed on-line. 

You are required to print, sign, and 

date the form before sending it back  

to AFBS. 
 

Mail, fax, or scan and e-mail your 

completed and signed Enrolment Form 

to AFBS. 

Contact the Writersô Coalition Program 

administrator at AFBS if you have any 

questions about the enrolment form or 

the application process. 

 

Information about this benefit plan 

was copied from http://

www.writerscoalition.com/public/

http://www.writerscoalition.com/public/index.php/staticpage/index/page/117
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CanWrite! 2010 on  
your calendar yet?  
Wait no longer...nowôs the time! 
 

This yearôs conference theme, Apply-

ing Technology to Your Writing re-

flects CAAôs renewed image as a 

fresh, modern, and relevant organiza-

tion for both aspiring and established 

writers in Canada. In addition to pres-

entations on the classic topics of fic-

tion, poetry, non-fiction, YA, and sto-

rytelling, there will be a publisherôs 

panel and sessions on new topics such 

as electronic rights, e-books, web de-

sign, and social media.   
 

WHO: Writers from all across Canada 
 

WHAT: CanWrite! 2010 Conference 
 

WHEN: June 24ï27, 2010 
 

WHERE: Harbour Towers Hotel,      

      Victoria, BC 
 

HOW MUCH: $325 
 

Discover how to work smarter, reach 

further, and accomplish more by 

Applying Technology to Your Writing. 
 

Visit www.canauthorsvancouver.org/

conference.html for more information 

Edmonton Story Slam 
seeks new venue  
 

The Edmonton Story Slam Society 

will no longer hold monthly perform-

ance events at the Blue Chair Cafe, 

effective immediately. The founders 

and board members of the non-profit 

organization, which supports Edmon-

ton writers, plan to put the popular 

event on hiatus for April and resume 

Season Four in May at a new location, 

to be determined. 
 

ñWe have succeeded in creating a 

celebratory and inclusive community 

of writers, performers, and storytellers 

and are confident we can transplant 

that to a new location,ò said Susan 

Hagan, Executive Director of 

the Edmonton Story Slam Society.  

ñWe are currently seeking a new 

venue to continue delivering an excit-

ing event that supports writers and 

entertains audiences. We have an ar-

tistic vision for the eventðand the 

society that oversees itðand a new 

venue will provide us with the free-

dom to exercise that vision.ò 
 

The Edmonton Story Slam has been 

organizing monthly events for more 

than four years, and has been a non-

profit organization for two years. The 

mandate of the society is to provide a 

space for writersô voices to be heardð

without censorshipðwithin a suppor-

tive, celebratory community.  
 

ñWe will continue our tradition of 

gathering to tell stories,ò Hagan said. 

ñWe love this event because it is uni-

fying, freeing and fun. We vow to 

maintain the spirit of the event. It isnôt 

about the location. Itôs about the peo-

ple, their stories, and the ability to 

gather in a welcoming environment.ò 
 

For more info, contact Susan Hagan 

by phone at 780-915-8869 or email 

edmontonstoryslam@gmail.com.  
 

Source: Press Release 

 
Welcome  
New  
Members  
 

 

PAMELA BRIERLEY      

EDMONTON 

 

PHILLIP HARRISON      

EDMONTON 

 

CATHY HODGSON      

EDMONTON 

 

MARIE KEENAN      

CALGARY 

 

MYRNA KOTASH      

EDMONTON 

 

RUSTI L. LEHAY      

STONY PLAIN 

 

DEBORAH LAWSON     

EDMONTON 

 

NANCY LOVELL      

EDMONTON 

 

CHERYL ANN MAHAFFY      

EDMONTON 

 

VIVIEN MANN      

CALGARY 

 

CATHERINE A. MCLAUGHLIN      

GRAND PRAIRIE 

 

ANNA MIODUCHOWSKA      

EDMONTON 

 

CARMEN MORGAN      

EDMONTON 

 

MAIHAA K. RAYNE      

COCHRANE  

 

DOREEN VANDERSTOOP      

CALGARY 

 

JENNIFER WALSH      

ST ALBERT 

 

Awards from page five  
 

~ 

Jon Whyte Memorial Essay Prize  

(Co-sponsored by Vanna Tessier and 

Guy Tessier & Writers Guild of Alberta) 
 

Diana Davidson (Edmonton) 

Ahead of the Ice 
 

Joan Dixon (Redwood Meadows) 

Embedded on the Home Front (Pick 

Your Battles), in Chatelaine 
 

A. Ellen Kelly (Airdrie) 

Contemplating My Father's War 

 

The CAA Alberta Branch congratu-

lates Writer-in-Residence Lori Hahnel 

from Calgary and member Stephen 

Bown from Canmore for their nomina-

tions and recognizes the generosity of 

members Ann Campbell, Vanna 

Tessier, and the late John Ballem for 

their support of Amber Bowerman 

Memorial Travel Writing Award, Jon 

Whyte Memorial Essay Prize, and the 

Howard OôHagan Award for Short 

Story respectively.  

a celebratory and inclusive 

community of writers, performers, 

and storytellers  

mailto:edmontonstoryslam@gmail.com
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The Malahat Review  
Far Horizons Award for Poetry 
 
Deadline: May 1, 2010 

$500 Prize  

(plus $40/page upon publication) 
 

Authors who have not yet had their 

poetry published in book format  

(a book of 48 pages or more) can sub-

mit up to three poems per entry, maxi-

mum of  sixty lines each. 
 

Fees: $25 CAD for Canadians 

$30 USD for US entries 

$35 USD for entries from elsewhere 
 

For more information: 

http://www.malahatreview.ca/

far_horizons_poetry/info.html 
 

Enquiries: malahat@uvic.ca 

CISWF continued from page five 
 

Event 16: Story Circle  

Woman Song  

Sunday, April 25 at 1:00 pm; $10; 

Big Secret Theatre, Epcor Centre, 

#21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 

 

Workshop: ñWriting the Spirit ï 

A Spring [Tune]-upò 

Sunday, April 25 from 3:00 - 5:00 

pm; $15/ $10 for WGA members 

Arts Learning Centre, Epcor Centre, 

#21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 

 

Event 17: Frontenac House  

Edmonton Dektet  

Tuesday, April 27 at 7:00 pm; 

FREE; Stanley A. Milner Library 

Theatre, #7 Sir Winston Churchill 

Square, Edmonton 

 

Event 18: Youth SLAM &  

Open Mic  

Wednesday, April 28 at 7:00 pm; 

$5; Arts Learning Centre, Epcor 

Centre, #21, 225 ï 8th Avenue SE 

 

Event 19: Frontenac House 

Calgary Dektet  

Thursday, April 29 at 8:00 pm; 

FREE; Central Library (John Dutton 

Theatre), 616 Macleod Trail SE 

 

Event 20: The Fugitives CD 

Launch & Send Off Party 

Friday, April 30 at 8:30 pm; $10; 

Auburn Saloon, #163, 115 ï 9th   

Avenue SE 

 

The Writerôs Guild of Alberta 

Presents: The 2010 Alberta 

Literary Awards Shortlist  

Readings and Celebration      

Friday, April 30 from 7:00 - 9:00 

pm; Free; 100 Wines, 1109 Olympic 

Way SE 

 

All locations refer to Calgary ad-

dresses unless otherwise specified. 

 

For more detailed information about 

all of the programs, performances, 

and side bars during the rest of 

April, visit www.calgaryspoken 

wordfestival.com. 

Christmas Chaos  
Writing Contest  
 

Prairie Dog Publishing invites you to 
share your favorite Christmas disaster 
stories. For our upcoming anthol-
ogy, Christmas Chaos, we are looking 
for tales of ñChristmas gone wrong.ò  

 

All contest submissions must be origi-
nal and previously unpublished. We 
are looking for true tales only, but they 
should read like stories. Use narrative 
techniques such as dialogue, descrip-
tion, character development, and plot 
to tell your story. No fiction.  

 

Your submission should be between 
500 ï 2500 words. There is a read-
ing fee of $20 CAD. Contest deadline 
is April 30, 2010. More information at: 
www.prairiedogpublishing.ca. 

City Centre 
Campus  
Grant MacEwan  

University 
 

Visit www.MacEwan.ca/writingworks. 

Call 780-497-5346 for information  

and 780-497-5000 to register. 
 

St. Albert Playwrights:  
Send us your shorts! 
 

The St. Albert Cultivates the Arts 

committee is busy preparing for this 

yearôs Alberta Arts days, September 

17-19. As part of the festival we will 

again be hosting a one act festival, 

featuring plays from people just like 

you. Whether you are a seasoned 

writer or playwright, or have always 

wanted to give it a try, we encourage 

you to submit a short play.  
 

Themes are endless, but it must have 

no more than four characters and have 

a running time of no more than fifteen 

minutes. We are looking for local sub-

missions, so...if you live, work, learn, 

or play in St. Albert, please send us 

your shorts!  
 

Deadline for entry is May 28, 2010. 

The chosen submissions will receive a 

work-shopped reading during the 

StArts Fest on Saturday, September 

18, 2010. You may drop off your 

scripts at the Community Services 

office, or electronically submit to 

plays@startsfest.ca.  
 

For more information, please visit our 

website at www.startsfest.ca or email 

us at plays@startsfest.ca.  

Womenôs Writing Spa  
Spend a Saturday in Spruce Grove  
 

Published Poet and Writing & Well-

ness Instructor Leanne Myggland-

Carter will guide you through a com-

fortable and supportive writing process 

on Saturday, May 15 from 1 ï 5 pm at 

the Spruce Grove Public Library (35 ï 

5th Avenue) in Meeting Room A. 
 

Relax, write, and explore Poetry and 

Pictures using a variety of exercises 

and prompts including an Allied Arts 

Council of Spruce Grove exhibit. This 

is not a professional writing course and 

previous writing experience is not re-

quired. FEE: $25  
 

To register, call 780-962-4423 or email 

leanne@sprucegrovelibrary.org. For 

information about other programs, visit 

www.sprucegrovelibrary.org. 

http://www.malahatreview.ca/far_horizons_poetry/info.html
http://www.malahatreview.ca/far_horizons_poetry/info.html
mailto:malahat@uvic.ca
http://www.prairiedogpublishing.ca
mailto:plays@startsfest.ca
http://www.startsfest.ca
mailto:plays@startsfest.ca
http://www.gmcc.ab.ca/web/artssci/ims/lists/Ads/RecordBanners.cfm?ID=3417&Page=http://www.macewan.ca/web/artssci/writingworks/courses/detailspage.cfm?id=1919


ELECTED MEMBERS  
 
 

Past President 

MARGARET 

MACPHERSON  

pastpresident@ 

canauthorsalberta.ca  

 
President 

JEANANNE  

KATHOL KIRWIN  

president@  

canauthorsalberta.ca 

 
Vice President       VACANT 

 
Secretary  

SARA MARAN 

COUMANTARAKIS 

secretary@ 

canauthorsalberta.ca 

 
 

Treasurer 

JANET ROLFSON 

treasurer@ 

canauthorsalberta.ca  

 

APPOINTED MEMBERS  
 

Space  

Arrangements 

JANIS BLAKEY  

780-435-6244  

 
 

Membership 

LYNN GALE 

membership@ 

canauthorsalberta.ca 

 
 

Programs 

KATHY FISHER 

LAUREL SPROULE 

 
 

 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE  

 
ANTON Z. CAPRI 

 

KIM DEEP 

 

CARRI HALL 
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CAA ALBERTA BRANCH BOARD MEMBERS  
 

2009 ~ 2010 

 
Calgary Writer -in-

Residence 

LORI HAHNEL  
 

Thank you, Lori, for 

all the work you pro-

vided as the Calgary 

Writer-in-Residence. 
 

Loriôs term as the Canadian Authors 

Association Calgary-based Writer-in

-Residence concluded on April 15. 

Lori met with and corresponded via 

email with many writers, and she 

also organized the successful March 

events with Rona Altrows.  
 

Edmonton-based Writer-in-

Residence Kath MacLean will con-

tinue to receive writing submissions 

(including email requests) until the 

middle - end of May. 

 
Mark Your Calendar:  

2010  
 
April 23: 

CAA Alberta Branch AGM 

 
April 23 & 24  

Maitre de Spoken Word Ian Ferrier  

Jazz poetry  

(in collaboration with Poetry Fest) 

 
May 28 

Exporting Alberta Award  

Presentation & Celebration 

 
June 24 ï 27 

CanWrite! 2010 in Victoria, BC 

 

 
Where we meet: 
Lacerte Pavillion, Room 3-04 

Campus Saint-Jean  

8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury Street  

(91 Street), Edmonton 

 

 
Fees:  
 

Friday Evening Meeting: 
 

Members / First-time Guests: FREE  
 

Returning Guests: $10  

 
Saturday Workshop (includes lunch): 
 

Members: $40     
 

Non-Members: $70    

 
Registration is subject to availability 

and workshop fees are non-refundable.  

 

 
To register, email:  

registrar@canauthorsalberta.ca.  

 

 
For more information, visit: 

www.canauthorsalberta.ca. 

 

 
Watch here for a sneak peek at the 

2010 - 2011 season!  

 
Edmonton Writer - 

in-Residence 

KATH MACLEAN 

ewir@                    

canauthorsalberta.ca  
 

 

 
Office Hours:  

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays 

2:00 ï 5:00 pm  

Term: October 15 ï December 17, 2009 

and January 15 ï May 30, 2010 
 

Location: Audreys Books Ltd. 

10702 Jasper Avenue  
 

Send submissions by email or drop off:  

CAA Writer-in-Residence 

c/o Audreys Books Ltd. 

10702 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
 

Submission maximums: 20 double-

spaced pages of fiction / non-fiction 

prose OR  6 - 8 pages of poetry.  

http://www.canauthorsalberta.ca

